
Donor Application Tips Sheet 

Preparing a strong donor scholarship application can make all the difference in standing out as a 
candidate. Follow these tips to maximize your chances of success: 

 

1. Understand the Donor Criteria 

• Thoroughly Read the Donor Criteria and Program Requirements: 
Before beginning your application, carefully review the donor criteria to ensure you meet the 
eligibility requirements. 
Examples include GPA requirements, community service, or specific work experience. 
Failure to meet the criteria may disqualify your application. 

• Incorporate the Donor Criteria into Your Essay: 
Use the criteria as a guide for your essay. Highlight how your achievements, goals, or 
experiences align with the donor’s intentions. 

 

2. Craft a Strong Essay 

• Be Specific: 
Use concrete examples from your academic, professional, or personal experiences to 
demonstrate how you meet the donor's criteria. 
Example: If the donor prioritizes leadership, describe a specific instance where you led a 
project or initiative. 

• Adhere to the Word Count: 
Stay within the specified limits to demonstrate your attention to detail and ability to follow 
instructions. Essays exceeding the limit may not be considered. 

• Proofread for Accuracy and Clarity: 
Spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors can make a poor impression. Review your essay 
multiple times and consider having someone else proofread it. 

 

3. Submit a Professional Resume (If Required) 

• Highlight Relevant Experience: 
Ensure your resume clearly outlines your education, work experience, and volunteer 
activities that relate to the donor's criteria. 
Example: If the donor seeks candidates with healthcare experience, ensure your resume 
clearly identifies positions, organizations, and relevant duties. 

• Keep It Concise: 
Aim for a one-page, well-organized resume unless otherwise specified. 

 



4. Complete the Application Fully 

• Answer All Required Questions: 
Incomplete applications may not be reviewed. Double-check that all required fields are 
completed before submission. 

• Attach All Required Documents: 
Ensure you have uploaded your essay, resume, and any other required documents in the 
correct format (e.g., PDF, Word). 

• Meet the Deadline: 
Submit your application well before the deadline to avoid last-minute issues or technical 
difficulties. 

 

5. Additional Tips for Success 

• Be Honest: 
Provide accurate and truthful information throughout your application. Misrepresentation 
may result in disqualification. 

• Demonstrate Your Passion: 
Share your enthusiasm for your field of study or career goals to make your application more 
compelling. 

• Use Professional Formatting: 
Format your documents cleanly and consistently. Use easy-to-read fonts and standard 
margins. 

• Ask for Assistance (If Needed): 
If you have questions about the application process, reach out to the scholarship team or 
admissions office for guidance. 

 

Final Checklist 

   Thoroughly read and understand donor criteria 
   Align your essay and resume with donor requirements 
   Proofread all materials for grammar, spelling, and accuracy 
   Submit all required documents on time 
   Ensure contact information is accurate and up to date 

By following these tips, you can create a polished and compelling application that reflects your 
qualifications and dedication. 

 


